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A monthly newsletter to disseminate the news, events and accomplishments of the youth, families and volunteers of the Washington Park Youth Program

Washington Park FYI:
*Parents:  

Programs start in Wash. Park on Sat., Jan. 18th with Sat. Dreams & Clever Girls.  All tutoring programs & Hoop Scholars begin the week of Jan. 20th.   Bus/van routes will stay the same.  A calendar is included.  Any questions, call  Amanda at 312-565-0257 ext. 223. 

*Volunteers:  

There is a volunteer training for all old and new volunteers on Wed. Jan. 15th from 6:00-7:30pm at the SSA building (969 E. 60th). 

*Volunteers:  

We are still in need of volunteers esp. for Sat. Dreams, Clever Girls & Young Gents!  If you know anyone who is interested have them call Amanda at 312-565-0257 ext. 223 or email at abiela_cyp@yahoo.com
Ho-Ho-Ho: Christmas Party a success at Washington Park

Even though it was chaotic at times, the annual Chicago Youth Programs Christmas Party at Washington Park was a whole lot of fun by all those attended. 

Over two hundred people (kids, parents, family members and volunteers) took part in the holiday celebration which included an amazing spread of delicious food.  The kids spent their time during a variety of activities from playing ball in the gym to designing Christmas cards in the art room.   

Several teen tutoring youth (Antonio Brown, Carl Lewis, Pierre Little, Travis Montgomery, Ryan Morris, Jeremiah Murray, Keosha Sanders, Donishaka Trotter, Chase Wright) also entertained the crowd with Christmas Charades. 

At the end of the afternoon, the families received Christmas gifts that they asked for in Christmas letters that they wrote.  These gifts were donated from individuals all over the Chicagoland area.

All in all the annual party was a success!  We hope that everybody had a wonderful time and enjoyed the chance of fellowship for families, volunteers and youth.

Volunteer Round-up:

· Still looking for volunteers for Saturday Dreams, Clever Girls, Young Gents (our teen boys esp. need mentors), Hoop Scholars and teen tutoring.  Pass the word out to anyone and everyone that you know who might be interested in tutoring!
· Volunteer Fundraiser:  Your chance to help Washington Park Youth and Families.  Every year we sponsor a huge raffle and we ask our volunteers to sell tickets.  This is an excellent fundraiser activity because there is little overhead (only the printing of the tickets) and the rest goes to support our programs!  Look to pick up tickets at volunteer training
· Mid-year Training Sessions: 

Wed. January 15th
6:00-7:30pm 

SSA building (969 E. 60th)

Old Volunteers—In-service about learning disabilities with expert Special Education teacher in Chicago Public Schools.

New Volunteers—General training with info and structure for each specific program. 
Life of Luxury: Youth watch Bulls game from skybox

Eleven Washington Park youth were treated to watching a Chicago Bulls game up close from a skybox at the United Center on December 28th.   

The skybox tickets were given to Chicago Youth Programs by Allen Gilbert on behalf of his law firm Mayer, Brown and Rowe.

Even though the Bulls lost, the kids had an awesome time!  They received free trading cards from Mr. Gilbert and sampled the many foods available in a skybox from egg rolls to fresh fruit to hot fudge sundaes.   The kids really appreciated the opportunity to see their favorite team up close!

Happy Birthday! 

Volunteers:

Jan. 4—Fred Hobson

Jan. 5—Luke Goodrich 

Jan. 18—So Young Kim  

Jan. 25-Melissa Reikens

Jan. 25-Jennifer Hallock   

Jan. 27—Ann Owens


Jan. 28—David Munson    

Feb. 5—Nallely Tapia       

Feb.13-Dolores Hutchens  

Feb. 13—Joe Grissom

Feb.14—Michael Biela

Feb. 21—Emily Miner

Youth: 

Jan. 1—Nich. Ambrose

Jan. 5—Lolita Smith  

Jan. 5—Nathan Smith
Jan. 11—Chakita Slaughter  

Jan. 11--Eamanuel Paramore  

Jan. 12—Carmeal McCauley 

Jan. 17—Ariana Brown         

Jan. 21—Paris Paramore       

Jan. 25—Melvin Riggs          

Jan. 30—Virgil Brown       

Jan. 31—Ashley Armstrong 

Feb. 5—Elisha Moore          

Feb. 7—Kenyon Smith          

Feb. 7—Beanka Smith          

Feb.8—Ashley Paramore
Feb.10--Melanie Glover

Feb.11—Geno Lewis

Feb.15-Chris Johnson

Feb.15--Shakita Smith

Feb. 19--Miko Holmes

Feb.19—Isiah Lewis

Feb.21--Marquell Sheared

Feb.22--Thomas Rolland

Feb.25--Donell Johnson

Feb.27—Kory Norris

Feb.27--Romelle Griffin

PROGRAM START DATES for January: 

(see enclosed bus schedule for pick-up & drop-off times for kids)
1. Read to Me 
 Wed. Jan. 22, 6:00pm-7:30pm @SSA 

2. Score Tutoring  Wed. Jan. 22, 6:00pm-7:30pm @SSA

3. Teen Career
 Wed. Jan. 22, 6:00pm-7:30pm @SSA

4. Teen Tutoring
 Thurs. Jan. 23, 6:00pm-8:00pm @SSA

5. Saturday Dreams
Sat. Jan. 18th, 10:00am-12:30pm @

 Washington Park Field House

6. Clever Girls
Sat. Jan. 18th, 1:30pm-3:30pm @

                               Washington Park Field House

7. Young Gents
Sat. February 1st, 1:30pm-3:30pm @




          Washington Park Field House

8. Hoop Scholars
  Time to be announced (will be begin week

  of January 20th) @ Wash. Park Field House
Washington Park MVPs: [image: image2.wmf]
A regular feature to recognize outstanding youth, volunteers and parents

Youth:

Melanie Glover—always helps out at every program 

she attends whether it is Score Tutoring or Saturday Dreams.  She is always willing to carry supplies or clean up after a program.  She is also very a good big sister, making sure her younger brother gets to the right room and bus at tutoring.  Plus she always has a smile on her face. 
Volunteers:

Joe Grissom—was a huge help at the Christmas party pitching in wherever needed from buying food to crowd control.

Kirby Callem—was the key organizer of the resurgence of the Hoop Scholars program. Without out his time and enthusiasm, this program would not be a success.

Parents:
Lily Brown, Gina Jackson, LaTonia Sheared showed their dedication to Washington Park when they took charge and helped out with the serving of food at the Christmas Party potluck.  Even though the event was a chaotic at times, these three kept their cool and made sure everyone got their food.

Students Missing Who Qualify for Scholarship Money:

Every year CYP awards over $50,000 towards college and trade school scholarships.  This free money helps students with tuition books, transportation and housing.

The following students qualify for assistance.  If any of those listed below are in school or looking to get into school, we can help!   

Do you know anybody on this list?  If so, call Elizabeth Higgins at 312-565-0257 ext. 227.
From Cabrini Program: Chanta Fields, Nakeya Hollie, Issac Hollis, Nina Johnson, Monique Payton, Venisha Phipps, Anthony Thompson.
From Wash. Park: Duris Harris, Warren Johnson, Bruce Lee, Temika Mints, Freandria Sanders, Rasheen Shepard, Monica Stout, Erick Strong, Antoine Williams

LOOK! 

IMPORTANT DATES:

(see enclosed calendar for more details)

Jan. 15th:  Volunteer Training for tutoring and Sat. Dreams, Cobb Hall

Jan.18th: First day of Saturday Dreams and Clever Girls.

Jan. 21st: First day of CTC.
Jan. 22nd: First day of Tutoring (Score, Read to Me and Teen Career)

Jan 23rd.: First day of Teen Tutoring.

Feb. 1st: First day of Young Gents.

Feb. 12th: No Wed. programs—Lincoln’s Birthday.
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CONGRATULATIONS to Javene Cottle for giving birth to a 9lb., 5 oz baby girl (Kyra Javene Davis) on Dec. 28th.

The Community Board is instituting mandatory meeting before every major Wash. Park event (i.e. Christmas Party, BBQ) to help plan the event so it is not as chaotic as this year’s Christmas Party

